
 
Mandatory Read 
The Outsiders   750L      by S.E. Hinton 
Three brothers struggle to stay together after their parents' death, as they search for an identity among the 
conflicting values of their adolescent society in which they find themselves "outsiders." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Eye of Minds  790L      by James Dashner  
"Michael is a skilled internet gamer in a world of advanced technology. When a cyber-terrorist begins to 
threaten players, Michael is called upon to seek him and his secrets out"--. 
 
The Art of Wishing       by Lindsay Ribar 
When eighteen-year-old Margo learns she lost the lead in her high school musical to a sophomore because of a 
modern-day genie, she falls in love with Oliver, the genie, while deciding what her own wishes should be and 
trying to rescue him from an old foe. 
 
The Weight of Water       by Sarah Crossan 
Twelve-year-old Kasienka and her mother have immigrated to Coventry, England from Poland, searching for 
Kasienka's father, but everyone is unfriendly except for an African neighbor and a boy Kasienka meets at the 
swimming pool, which is her only refuge from an alien society. 
 
The Haunting of Gabriel Ashe     by Dan Poblocki 
Since eighth-grader Gabriel Ashe moved into his grandmother's house he has been spending a lot of time 
playing in the woods with his new friend Seth, but the games Seth invents involve a child-eating monster called 
the Hunter, and Gabriel is not sure how much is imagination and how much real. 
 
Navigating Early 790L      by Clare Vanderpool 
"Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where they deal with pirates, 
buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters". 
 
Half Brother 680L       by Kenneth Oppel  
In 1973, when a renowned Canadian behavioral psychologist pursues his latest research project--an experiment 
to determine whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced language skills--he brings home a baby chimp named 
Zan and asks his thirteen-year-old son to treat Zan like a little brother. 
 
The Ugly One 810L       by Leanne Statland Ellis 
"At the height of the Incan empire, a girl called the Ugly One because of a disfiguring scar on her face, seeks to 
have the scar removed and instead finds a life path as a shaman". 
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2014 Summer Independent Reading List: 
Incoming 7th Grade 

You must read The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list, 1 Nonfiction title, and 1 book of your choice.  This is a total of 4 books.   
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



Rouge 700L        by Lyn Miller-Lachmann 
An eighth-grade girl with Asperger's syndrome tries to befriend her new neighbor, facing many challenges 
along the way. 
 
Counting by 7s  770L      by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find 
a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 
 
W.A.R.P. The Reluctant Assassin 880L   by Eoin Colfer 
In Victorian London, Albert Garrick, an assassin-for-hire, and his reluctant young apprentice, Riley, are 
transported via wormhole to modern London, where Riley teams up with a young FBI agent to stop Garrick 
from returning to his own time and using his newly acquired scientific knowledge and power to change the 
world forever.  For Mature Readers 
 
Ghost Hawk 940L       by Susan Copper 
At the end of a winter-long journey into manhood, Little Hawk returns to find his village decimated by a white 
man's plague and soon, despite a fresh start, Little Hawk dies violently but his spirit remains trapped, seeing 
how his world changes. 
 
Written in Stone  810L      by Rosanne Parry 
"A young girl in a Pacific Northwest Native American tribe in the 1920s must deal with the death of her father 
and the loss of her tribe's traditional ways". 
 
Prisoner B-3087 760L      by Alan Gratz 
Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates his story of survival from the Nazi occupation of Krakow, 
when he was eleven, through a succession of concentration camps, to the final liberation of Dachau. 
 
The Last Dragonslayer (Bk1)  850L     by Jasper Fforde 
Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs Kazam, an employment agency for soothsayers and sorcerers. Trouble 
starts when Jennifer has a vision that predicts the death of the last dragon at the hands of a dragonslayer.  
Series: The Song of the Quarkbeast 
 
Fallout 740L        by Todd Strasser 
When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 1962, Scott is forced into his father's bomb 
shelter with his family and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and fear the worst about the 
fate of the world outside. 
 
If I Ever Get Out of Here 870L     by Eric Gansworth 
Seventh-grader Lewis "Shoe" Blake from the Tuscarora Reservation has a new friend, George Haddonfield 
from the local Air Force base, but in 1975 upstate New York there is a lot of tension and hatred between Native 
Americans and whites--and Lewis is not sure that he can rely on friendship. 
 
RoofToppers 490L       by Katherine Rundell 
When authorities threaten to take Sophie, twelve, from Charles who has been her guardian since she was one 
and both survived a shipwreck, the pair goes to Paris to try to find Sophie's mother, and they are aided by 
Matteo and his band of "rooftoppers." 
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Hilter’s Secret 730L       by William Osborne 
In June 1941, Otto and Leni, two young refugees from the Nazis living in England, are sent on a secret mission 
to Bavaria, to extract a young girl attending a summer camp, and who may hold the key to the war. 
 
Guys Read: Other Worlds (Bk4)* 740L    Edited by Jon Scieszka 
An anthology of original science fiction and fantasy stories.  Series: Funny Business (Bk1), Thriller (Bk2), 
Sport Pages (Bk3). 
 
Seven Wonders: Lost in Babylon (Bk2) 570L   by Peter Lerangis 
Journeying to the ancient city of Babylon when Bhegad tracks down Marco, the companions face a daunting 
choice involving a dire trap and a long-lost figure from Jack's past. Series: Seven Wonders: Colossus Rises 
(Bk1) 
 
Red Wolf         by Jennifer Dance 
In the late 1800s, both Native people and wolves are being forced from the land. Starving and lonely, an 
orphaned timber wolf is befriended by a boy named Red Wolf. But under the Indian Act, Red Wolf is forced to 
attend a residential school far from the life he knows, and the wolf is alone once more. Courage, love and fate 
reunite the pair, and they embark on a perilous journey home. But with winter closing in, will Red Wolf and 
Crooked Ear survive? And if they do, what will they find? 
 
The Finisher        by David Baldacci 
When Quentin Herms is chased from his village into the Quag, a dark forest filled with terrifying beasts and 
murderous Outliers, Vega uses her skills as a talented decoder to uncover dangerous secrets. By the #1 New 
York Times best-selling author of Absolute Power. 
 
Secrets of the Terra-Cotta Soldier    by Ying Chang Compestine 
Through the stories of a terra-cotta soldier who has survived through the centuries, thirteen-year-old Ming, a 
village boy in 1970s China, learns the history of Emperor Qin, known both for building the Great Wall of China 
and for burying scholars alive, and how and why the terra-cotta soldiers came to be. 
 
The Eighth Day        by Dianne K. Salerni 
When newly orphaned Jax Aubrey awakes to a world without people the day after his thirteenth birthday, he 
thinks it's the apocalypse. But then the next day is a regular old Thursday. Has Jax gone crazy? What's going 
on? 

Non-Fiction 
Listed below are non-fiction selections that you may choose to read.  Some were chosen based on grade level 
curriculum and others based on potential appeal.   In general, when deciding upon a non-fiction title, consider 
the following: 

1. Your interest in a topic or subject matter 
2. Appropriateness of content, audience and reading level 

Sustained reading, over a period of time (all summer long) of newspapers, magazines, blogs, etc. may count.   
 
Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain   by Russell Freedman 
Angel Island, off the coast of California, was the port of entry for Asian immigrants to the United States 
between 1892 and 1940. Following the passage of legislation requiring the screening of immigrants, "the other 
Ellis Island" processed around one million people from Japan, China, and Korea. Drawing from 
memoirs, diaries, letters, and the "wall poems" discovered at the facility long after it closed.   
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Mountains Beyond Mountains  1120L   by Tracy Kidder 
Meet Dr. Paul Farmer, a Harvard-educated doctor with a self-proclaimed mission to transform healthcare on a 
global scale. Tracy Kidder follows Farmer's quest as he focuses his attention on some of the world's most 
impoverished people and uses unconventional ways in which to provide healthcare, to achieve real results and 
save lives. Non-Fiction 
 
Merciless Monarchs and Ruthless Royalty 640L  by Miriam Aronin 
Though the topic is serious—historic leaders who ruled with violence—this energetic title moves swiftly 
through space and time (from King Herod the Great to Cixi the Chinese Empress), revealing the terrible deeds 
and motivations of nine bloodthirsty rulers. Non-Fiction 
 
The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll 's History and Her Impact on Us by Tanya Lee Stone 
A look at the fifty-year history of Barbie, the doll that people either love or love to hate. Non-Fiction 
 
Call of the Klondike: A True Gold Rush Adventure by David Meissner, Kim Richardson 
In 1897, two 20-something Yale grads, Stanley Pearce and Marshall Bond, were among the first to hear about 
the gold found in the Klondike. They quickly booked tickets on a ship, gathered food and equipment, and 
headed north, hoping to strike it rich. A remarkable collection of documents paints a picture of the Klondike 
gold rush in vivid detail. Non-Fiction 
 
The Nazi Hunters 1000L      by Neal Bascomb 
In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the Nazis' Final Solution, 
walked into the mountains of Germany and vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies 
captured him at a bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the century's most 
important trials -- one that cemented the Holocaust in the public imagination. 
 
Kennedy’s Last Days: The Assassination That Defined a Generation  1050L    by Bill O’Reilly 
A gripping account of the events leading up to the most notorious crime of the twentieth century.  Author Bill 
O’Reilly vividly describes the Kennedy family’s life in the public eye, the crises facing the president around the 
world and at home, the nation’s growing fascination with their vigorous, youthful president, and finally, the 
shocking events leading up to his demise. 
 
How the Beatles Changed the World    by Martin W. Sandler 
The Beatles revolutionized the music industry. These “mop-topped young men from Liverpool” also influenced 
just about every aspect of social change in the 1960s. Full-color and black-and-white photographs. 
 
Cool Trash to Treasure – Cool Trash to Treasure Series 590 – 630L by Pam Scheunemann 
Want to turn your trash into treasure? It's all about taking something that is old, unused, or unwanted and 
making it into something fun, different, and useful. This is called upcycling. It'll make you think twice before 
you throw things away. What you can make is limited only by your imagination! 
 
Life Along the Ancient Nile – Ancient Egyptian Wonders Series  by Jim Whiting 
The Ancient Egyptian Wonders series introduces readers to some of the most wondrous aspects of early 
Egyptian life and civilization. Lively narrative, engrossing facts, and quotes from experts and ancient texts will 
appeal to both student researchers and casual readers. 
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Ancient Greece – Exploring the Ancient World Series   by Don Nardo 
Ancient Greece reached its height between 500 and 300 BCE, with its roots extending far back to the distant 
past. The civilization became the birthplace of democracy; a government run for and by the people. Brilliant 
Greek thinkers led a booming growth in science, philosophy, and the arts. 
 
The Plant Hunters: True Stories of Their Daring Adventures to the Far Corners of the Earth        
1190L          by Anita Silvey 
Driven by an all-consuming passion, the plant hunters traveled around the world, facing challenges at every 
turn: tropical illnesses, extreme terrain, and dangerous animals.  Working from primary sources—journals, 
letters, and notes from the field—Anita Silvey introduces us to these daring adventurers and scientists. She 
takes readers into the heart of their expeditions to then-uncharted places such as the Amazon basin, China, and 
India. 
 
Neandertals: A Prehistoric Puzzle    by Yvette La Pierre 
When the first Neanderthal skeleton was discovered nearly 150 years ago, scientists presented the race as barely 
developed brutes. But recent findings indicate that Neanderthals made complex tools, organized group hunts, 
cared for their sick and injured, and buried their dead. How advanced were they? How and why did they 
disappear? Did they live side-by-side with modern humans? 
 
Are We Alone? Scientists Search for Life in Space  by Gloria Skurzynski 
Could there really be life beyond Earth? Readers visit scientists the world over who ambitiously seek to answer 
that question. Through a combination of captivating narrative and scientific facts, author Gloria Skurzynski 
skillfully demonstrates how the quest for extraterrestrial life is real, widespread, and growing. 
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